-I-Diocese of Chelmsford U
Vine Schools Trust

Vine Schools
Trust

Assessment
Policy

Policy Reference:

Approved by Vine Schools Trust on:

Summer Term 2025

Adopted by this school on:

Next review:

Summer Term 2026

I am the vine: you are the branches.
If you remain in me and I in you, you
will bear much fruit

JOHN 15:5
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Rationale

1.1 Assessment is a fundamental part of the learning process and can take many forms. It is
expected that ongoing assessment will take place throughout the year to inform a teacher’s
planning and guide their teaching. In addition to this, there are clear assessment
expectations in The Vine Schools Trust to ensure consistency and accuracy across our MAT.
Each school should also have a clear and personalized Teaching Learning and Assessment
Framework which gives greater detail and clarity to the processes within each school.

1.2 All assessments are used for clear and purposeful reasons that serve to benefit the
learner and ensure that their needs are sufficiently met. We also recognise that a child’s
achievements cannot always be recorded through our standard assessments and therefore
we ensure that achievements are celebrated in a variety of ways across the year.

1.3 We do not over test the children. Formalised Testing is carried out at key points in the
year to provide teachers and leaders with standardised information so that they can make
comparative judgements both in school, locally and nationally. Testing is used to identify
where further support is needed or where further opportunities should be given to stretch
and challenge. Testing is also used to determine that learning has been internalised and can
be applied in different contexts.

Teacher Assessments

2.1 Teachers assess the children as an ongoing process over the year. This will be recorded
in line with their own school’s local arrangements. Teachers use these assessments to
inform their planning and identify next steps for the children. In the Vine Schools Trust, we
expect teachers to record formal teacher assessments on Arbor their at least once every
term for analysis at central level. Assessments must be recorded for Reading, Writing and
Maths. This data is then analysed and is reported to the School Effectiveness Board.

2.2 Schools may use standardised testing in some year groups for Reading, Writing and
Maths to inform teacher judgements. These scores should also be recorded on Arbor where
appropriate. Schools may determine that standardised testing is used half termly. However,
The Vine Schools Trust only require termly inputting of data for all year groups.

2.3 Teacher assessments as well as scores from NFER/TESTBASE/SATs tests must be
uploaded by the dates given (Appendix 1)

2.4 In all other curriculum areas, teachers assess using their own school level method. Final
teacher judgements are available on Arbor for schools to record termly at their discretion.
There is no expectation for foundation assessments to be recorded on Arbor.
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Arbor
3.1 Assessment Judgements
When inputting assessment data on Arbor, teachers should use the approved grade point

scale (Appendix 2) for all children. Teachers should use national curriculum objectives to
determine a grade for each child.

3.2 Progress

The Diocese of Chelmsford Vine Schools Trust have recommended that 2 points of progress
should be made over the course of the academic year for N1, N2 and Reception and that 0
points of progress should be made over the course of the academic year for Yrs 1to 6

3.3 Target Setting

In the second half of the summer term, School Improvement Leads will work with school
leaders to set yearly targets for groups of children. This should be recorded on the target
setting template (Appendix 3) by the school or directly onto Arbor — the SIL will determine
the appropriate method for recording targets. Arbor will demonstrate how to set a school
progress rule for their assessments, once the School Progress Target has been set, this will
display as the “year target” for all students. These should be revisited at least termly as part
of pupil progress meetings. Targets should be discussed and agreed by the incoming and
outgoing teacher for each child.

3.4 The Diocese of Chelmsford Vine Schools Trust MAT Teacher Target (highest priority)
Arbor will demonstrate how to set a teacher target, that may be used to stretch high
attainers, or to factor in smaller steps of progress for low attainers in their classes.

Important to Note: If a teacher target is set, this will override the student’s year target that
has been populated from the school progress target rule.

Moderation
4.1 At the Vine Schools Trust, moderation is used termly to ensure assessments are accurate
and consistent take place regularly within year group teams and phases. Staff attend

moderation events in their regional hubs.

4.2 All schools must confirm their moderation arrangements with the Local Authority and
engage with external moderation processes if selected
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Appendix 1 — Assessment Dates 2025-26

Reception

EYFS Baseline

X1

wc 8" September
2025 (6 week
window for
completion)

Via PAG and
Arbor

Reception

Teacher Assessment on 17
areas of learning

X3

wc 8" December

wc 17* March
statutory submission
no later than 30t
June

Arbor and
then GLD
reported via
PAG

Years1-6

Foundation Subjects

X3 (atHT
discretion)

wc 15™ December
wc 23rd March
wc 29" June

Arbor

Year 1

Phonics

X6

wc 13" October
wc 8™ December
wc 2" February
wc 16" March
wc 8™ June
(Statutory)

Arbor

Year 1

Teacher assessment RWM

X3

by 10*" December
by 18th March
by 24" June

Arbor

Year 2

Phonics (retakes only)

X6

wc 13™ October
wc 8" December
wc 2" February
wc 16" March
wc 8" June

Arbor

Year 2

Teacher assessment RWM

X3

by 10™" December
by 18™ March
by 24™ June

Arbor

Year 2

SATS (optional)

X1

During May 2026

Arbor

Year 1,2, 3, 4 and
5

Optional NFER/Testbase for
Reading and Maths at HT
discretion

X3

wc 8™ December
wc 16™ March
wc 22" June

Year 3

Teacher assessment RWM

X3

by 10™" December
by 18™ March
by 24™ June

Arbor

Year 4

MTC

X1

Wc Monday 1°* June
2026

PAG

Year 5

Teacher assessment RWM

X3

by 10™" December
by 18™ March
by 24" June

Arbor

Year 5

SATS (2022 paper)

X1

wc 23" June

Arbor
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Year 6

SATS Reading, GPS and Maths

X3

By 20%" October
(2019) paper

By 26 January
(2024 paper)

By 23" March (2023
paper)

SATS week 11t-14t%

May 2026

Arbor

Year 6

Teacher assessment R/M

X3

by 10™" December
by 18™ March
by 24 June

Arbor

Year 6

Teacher assessment Writing

X3

by 10™" December
by 18™ March

by 24 June
(Statutory)

Arbor and
PAG
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Appendix 2 - The Vine Schools Trust Grade Point Scale
1.1 Early Years

Pre Nursery PRE 1
0-3 Years Emerging 0-3EMG 2
0-3 Years Expected 0-3EXP 3
3-4 Years Emerging 3-4EMG 4
3-4 Years Expected 3-4EXP 5
Reception Emerging REMG 6
Reception Expected REXP 7

1.2 KS1 and KS2 Core

-4 -4 1
-3 -3 2
-2 -2 3
-1 -1 4
Working Towards WTS 5
Age Related ARE 6
Greater Depth GDS 7
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1.3 Wider Curriculum

Grade name Point Value

Working Towards WTS 1
Age Related ARE 2
Greater Depth GDS 3
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Appendix 3 - Target Setting Document

Target Setting - (59l0rmore, -6 to -10%, [ NEHGHIONE!)

Year Subject Achiev | Achie | Identifie | Target Currently | Currently | Currently | Notes
ed at ved d key at on track on track ontrack | o Progress
previo | ARE+ | marginal | ARE+/G against against against from
uskey | orGD | groups D target target target previous
h i Autumn Spring Summer
stage | atthe | (pupils (ARE+/GD | (ARE+/GD | (ARE+/GD key stage
end on the ) ) ) e Interventio
of the | cusp of UPDATE | UPDATE UPDATE ns extra
previo | ARE or EACH EACH EACH provision to
us GD) TERM TERM TERM achieve
year | a.Those and§AG | and§AG | and§AG targets
pupils RATE RATE RATE External
who are assessments
at the used
lowest
end of
ARE or
GD.
b. Those
pupils
just
below
ARE or
GD
a b
Y6 Reading
Writing
Mathematics
Combined
Y5 Reading
Writing
Mathematics
Combined
Y4 Reading
Writing
Mathematics
Combined
Y3 Reading
Writing

Mathematics
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Combined

Y2

Reading

Writing

Mathematics

Combined

Y1

Reading

Writing

Mathematics

Combined
GLD

Phonics

YR

GLD or
Exceeding
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