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St Nicholas is a friendly village mainstream school in Tillingham,
Southminster. We aim to provide a learning environment which is
stimulating, based on Gospel values and where each child is
challenged to achieve their full potential academically, spiritually
and socially.

We aim to foster a Christian ethos and develop positive
relationships with our local church, the village and wider
community.

Firm foundations rooted in love

“Rooted in love, we grow and learn together; supported by our
firm foundations. We nurture and respect every individual
within our community, so that all can flourish and succeed,

with aspirational hope. Do everything in love.”

Ephesians 3:17

For further information about SEN at St Nicholas Church of Eng-
land Primary School, or to speak to the Special Educational Needs
Co-ordinator (SENCo) please contact the office by:

Who is responsible for the children with SEND at our school and what ex-
pertise do they have?

Leadership: Mrs Clarke (Head of School) and Miss Fairhead (Head of School
Improvement and Executive Headteacher) are responsible for overall manage-
ment of all aspects of the school. This includes, with the support of the SENC,
the provision for pupils with SEND.

SENCo: Mrs Rae-Shearing, as SENCO, co-ordinates the support for children with
SEND, including: providing advice and training so that all members of staff are
skilled and confident in meeting a range of needs; tracking children’s progress
and monitoring the effectiveness of provisions across the school; working with
parents to ensure they are fully involved with their child’s learning,.

Class Teachers: Your child’s class teacher is responsible for adapting and refin-
ing the curriculum to respond to the strengths and needs of all pupils including
those with SEND, ensuring quality teaching and learning resulting in progress
for all. This is referred to as the Ordinarily Available Provision within Essex.
Where needed the class teacher will identify, plan and deliver a greater level of
support for those pupils with SEND who are named on the SEND register.

Learning Support Assistants (LSAs): The LSA team are appropriately prepared
and trained to support children with SEND in accessing the curriculum. They
strive to provide support which promotes pupil independence, thinking skills
and increasing self-esteem.

Governor for SEND: To contact Chair of Governors, Charlotte Little, please cor-
respond via the school office. Information on the complaints procedure you will
find the policy on the Information Hub section of the school website.

Who should | contact if | am considering whether my child should join the
school?

Parents are encouraged to contact the school office to arrange a tour of the
school and meet with the Head of School / SENCo to discuss how the school
could meet your child’s needs.



How does the school ensure that children who may have SEND are identi-
fied?

Class teachers monitor all of the pupils in their class and track their progress
carefully. If a pupil is not progressing at the expected rate for their age or start-
ing point, the class teacher will seek advice from the SENCo. Support will be
adapted to enable the child to get back on track with their learning.

If, despite support being adapted, a child continues to need provision which is
additional to or different from that which is available for all children of the same
age, it may be decided that the child has SEND in one or more areas and is add-
ed to the SEND register at a level of SEN Support. These areas are: communica-
tion and interaction; cognition and learning; social, emotional and mental health
difficulties; sensory and/or physical needs. When on the SEND register the child
alongside their supporting adults at home and school will take part in the One
Planning process (Video to explain process), where it is hoped that progress is
made. Parent/carers are kept fully informed about how their child is progressing
in school through the One Planning process and their expert knowledge of their
child is sought and valued when planning next steps.

How does the school support children with SEND?

At St Nicholas we use a wide range of approaches in supporting our pupils with
SEND to become independent life-long learners. Where they play an active part
in reviewing their own needs and how to help themselves through the One Plan-
ning process. This includes ensuring staff have the highest expectations for all
children in their class, using a variety of teaching strategies so that all children’s
learning styles are fully included in their teaching and learning. Effective quality
teaching and adaptation enables all pupils, including those with SEND, to en-
gage in activities across the curriculum.

What should I do if | think my child may have SEND?

If you think your child has Special Educational Need or Disability that has not
been identified, you should make an appointment to talk to your child’s class
teacher at first, and if further support is needed then the SENCo, Mrs Rae-
Shearing, straight away. You will be able to talk through your concerns and dis-
cuss what will happen next. Working together with your child’s teachers will of-
ten help to sort out worries and concerns. The closer you work with your child’s
teacher, the more successful any help for your child can be. The staff will sup-
port and in some instances be able to lead with any needed referrals to external
organisations.

How are parents / carers encouraged to take an active role in supporting
our children with SEND?

We work hard to include parents in their child's education. We firmly believe
that home and school should work together in partnership. Additionally to the
parent meetings for all parents there are also three One Plan meetings through-
out the school year where all supporting parties for the pupil meet to review
and set specific targets that will work towards a long term goal supporting their
special educational need.

How are the children with SEND supported in preparing for their next
steps?

Transition is part of life for all learners, whether that involves moving to a new
class or moving to a new school. We recognise that transition is an important
time for all children, but especially for a child with SEND. Therefore, we work
closely with parents/carers, children and staff to ensure these transitions run as
smoothly as possible. Alongside whole school transition sessions there can be
additional transition activities to support those children who need it. Class
teachers will have time to share information with each other to support changes
of staff leading. When a child is moving between schools, all information and
records are passed on, and we ensure that us as the new school, or the new
school they are moving to is aware of any special arrangements or support that
needs to be in place. In some cases, extra opportunities for the pupil to visit the
receiving school are organised, so that the pupil can become more familiar with
staff members and the school’s layout.

Further Information

A range of policies giving further information are available on the school’s web-
site, or we can provide copies on request. These include: SEND policy; Accessi-
bility policy; Child protection policy; Behaviour policy; Equality policy; Anti-
bullying policy and Complaints policy. For information on the Essex Local Offer.



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4BC9RkC-eGQ
https://www.st-nicholas-pri.essex.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2025/09/Complaints-Policy-2025-26-.pdf
https://send.essex.gov.uk/
https://send.essex.gov.uk/

